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’ Speak your mind 


in our big 
debate! 


Keir Starmer, the new 
prime minister of the UK 


This week’s big news 


After winning a race in the 
UK by 39 votes, Sam Carling, 
age 22, became the youngest 
member of Parliament (MP). 
Carling, a graduate student 
at Cambridge University who 
represents the Labour Party, 
beat a longtime Conservative 
Party MP. He said he hopes his 
age will inspire other young 
people to get involved. 


Election results i in UK and France 


aia: elections in the UK and France, a 
power shift has occurred in both countries. 
Anew political party is heading the UK for 
the first time in 14 years, and French voters 
delivered a stunning result that left the 
government's leadership uncertain. 


What happened? 
Both the UK and France held “snap” elections— 
those that take place earlier than they were 


originally scheduled. The UK's prime minister (PM, 


similar to a President), Rishi Sunak, called for the 
elections on May 22, and they were held on July 
4. Experts said Sunak did this because he and his 
political party, the Conservative Party, 
were struggling to retain power. 
In France, President Emmanuel 
Macron announced an election 
on June 9 after his party, the 
Renaissance Party, and its allies 
also seemed to be losing power. 
Macron said the election, which 
took place on June 30 and July 7, 
would clarify what voters really wanted. 


What were the results in the UK? 

In the UK, people don't vote directly for a prime 
minister. Instead, voters choose members of 
Parliament (similar to the US Congress), which 


2 


Celebrating 
in France 


is called the House of Commons and has 650 
seats. The party that wins the highest number of 
seats chooses a PM. In the snap election, Sunak’s 
attempt to demonstrate his party's strength 
backfired. His Conservative Party lost 252 seats, 
ending its 14-year dominance in Parliament. It was 
the party's worst defeat in nearly 200 years. The 
opposing Labour Party, however, won big, with an 
expected majority of 411 seats. The result was a 
stunning reversal from nearly five years ago, when 
Labour suffered its worst defeat in nearly 100 
years. Labour Party leader Sir Keir Starmer became 
PM, taking office the day after the election. 


What were the results in France? 
Voters in France were selecting 577 
members of Parliament, called the 
National Assembly. In a surprise 
result, no party won a majority. 
Instead, seats in the assembly are 
now divided among three groups. 
A party called the New Popular 
Front won 178 seats. Macron’s party 
and its allies lost dozens of members 
and dropped to second place, with about 150 
seats. A third party, called the National Rally 
party, had been expected to win a majority but 
instead wound up in third place with 142 seats. 
France has both a president and a PM, and the 


president appoints a PM based on which party 
has a majority in Parliament. Now Macron, 
whose term as president ends in 2027, has 

no clear choice for a new PM and lacks strong 
support in the National Assembly. 


How did people react? 

Experts said the UK outcome reflected discontent 
across the country, which Sunak acknowledged. “I 
have heard your anger, your disappointment, and 
| take responsibility for this loss,” he said as he left 
the PM's residence for the last time. The result in 
France revealed deep divisions among voters and 
concerns among members of Parliament from all 
parties that the government would not function 
properly without a clear majority. But many were 
happy that the National Rally party failed to take 
control. “It's unbelievable and completely 
unexpected,” Damien Fabre, a voter and political 
volunteer, told The New York Times. “It changes the 
whole political future of this country.” 


What will happen next? 

When The Week Junior went to press, it was 
unclear when Macron would name a prime 
minister. Starmer said he was on a “mission of 
national renewal” and promised to rebuild Britain. 
“This will take a while,” he said. “But have no doubt 
the work of change will begin immediately.” 
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This week’s big news 


NATO leaders 
gather in US 


N orth Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
members have gathered at a summit taking 
place in Washington, DC, from July 9-11. NATO is a 
military alliance of 32 nations—30 in Europe, plus 
the US and Canada—that work together to ensure 
safety and security across Europe. 

NATO was founded 75 years ago, in 1949, asa 
way for member nations to join forces against the 
Soviet Union (group of 15 countries run by Russia 
from 1922 to 1991). Although NATO's mission has 
expanded since then, preventing Russia from 
gaining too much power remains a top priority. 
The most pressing subject at this year's summit 
will be NATO's ongoing support for Ukraine, which 
was invaded by Russia in 2022. 

Though Ukraine is not a member of the group, 
NATO nations have been supplying Ukraine with 
weapons, equipment, and humanitarian aid since 
the war began. At the meeting, NATO is expected 
to reaffirm its commitment to this support and 
discuss Ukraine's efforts to join the group, which 
will likely happen after the war ends. 


) The summit in 
Washington, DC 


AHAPPY HELLO 


A female Masai 
giraffe was born at 
the Kansas City Zoo 
and Aquarium in 
Missouri. The calf 
stands 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs 125 
pounds, and is busy 
bonding with her 
mother and their 
herd. Masai giraffes 
are endangered 

in the wild. 
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Yun Chuan at the 
San Eo cau 


Giant pandas reach California 


oO July 4, the San Diego Zoo in California 
welcomed two giant pandas from China, the 
first pandas to enter the US in more than 20 years. 
China has loaned Yun Chuan and Xin Bao to the 
z00 as part of a larger conservation effort. The 
species is considered vulnerable to extinction. 

Yun Chuan, who is almost 5 years old, loves 
“exploring on the grass or climbing trees,” said zoo 
staff. Xin Bao, who is nearly 4 years old, can be 
recognized by her “large, round face and big, fluffy 
ears." She enjoys sunbathing. Zookeepers are 
feeding them large quantities of bamboo and 
learning to prepare their favorite foods, including a 
traditional Chinese bun known as “panda bread.” 

China is the only natural habitat for giant 
pandas, and there are fewer than 1,900 living 


A BEAUTIFUL CHOICE 


The Gerber baby food company has a new face. In 
an annual contest, 1-year-old Akil “Sonny” McLeod 
of Arizona was selected as the 2024 Gerber Baby. 
Sonny's parents said he loves toy cars and his 
“squishy” ABC book. “He's a light in our lives and 
brings joy to everyone around him,’ they said. 


there in the wild. Since the 1940s, China has 
loaned pandas to more than 20 countries, 
including the US, as part of a program often 
referred to as “panda diplomacy.” 

There are currently four other giant pandas 
living in the US, at Zoo Atlanta in Georgia. They 
are set to return to China in the fall. Two more 
pandas are expected to arrive at the Smithsonian's 
National Zoo in Washington, DC, later this year. In 
November 2023, three pandas who had been 
living there were returned to China. 

Yun Chuan and Xin Bao traveled by plane, 
along with a team of veterinarians and nutritionists 
who will stay for three months to help them adapt 
to their new environment. Zoo staff said the public 
will be able to view the pandas in several weeks. 


FAMILY TIME 


Basketball legend LeBron James and his oldest 
son, Bronny James, age 19, are making history 
as the first father and son to play in the NBA at 
the same time and on the same team. After the 
Los Angeles Lakers drafted 
Bronny, LeBron announced 
that he had re-signed with 
the team, where 

he has played 

since 2018. 

“It's the 

greatest 

thing that's 
everappened,” 
LeBron said. 


. 


National news 


President Joe Biden 
speaks to supporters 


during a campaign stop 
in Pennsylvania on July 7. 


ze. 


Since the mid-1800s, Democrats 
and Republicans have held 
national conventions during a 
Presidential election year. At 
these events, a party officially 
selects its Presidential nominee. 
The Vice Presidential nominee 
may also be introduced, and 
many leaders give speeches over 
the course of four days. 


Questions being raised in US election 


s the US heads toward its general election on 

November 5, some Democratic leaders are 
raising questions about whether President Joe 
Biden should be their nominee. Some are calling 
for him to step down so the party can find another 
candidate to run against former President Donald 
Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee. 


What happened? 

Alive televised debate was held on June 27 
between Biden, age 81, and Trump, age 78. 
Biden struggled during the event, speaking in 
a raspy voice and losing track of what he was 
saying. His aides said he had a cold, but the 
performance caused some people to question 
whether Biden would be able to serve a second 
four-year term. A poll taken after the debate 


WORD «i: WEEK 


The word “mouse” is a relative of the 
German word maus, but it has a far stranger 
connection with another English word, 
“muscle.” In ancient times, people thought 
the flexing biceps of an athlete looked 
like mice moving beneath the skin. 

The Romans named these 

muscles musculus, which 

literally means “little mouse.” = nS = 
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showed that 74% of Americans think Biden is 
“too old to be an effective President.” 


What are some people calling for? 

Some top Democrats called for Biden to drop out of 
the race, an unprecedented move for an expected 
nominee this late in the campaign. They said this 
would give Democrats a better chance of beating 
Trump. Suggestions for replacing him include 
putting Vice President Kamala Harris at the top 

of the ticket and holding a “mini primary" among 
candidates. (A primary is similar to an election.) 
These options depend on Biden stepping aside. 


What are others saying? 
Other Democrats are saying Biden remains the best 
candidate to defeat Trump. Michigan Governor 


July 17, 1902 


Air conditioning invented in New York 


On July 17, 1902, the first air conditioner 
was invented by Willis Carrier (1876-1950), 
who was working for a printing company in 
Buffalo, New York. The company’s paper was 
being damaged by humidity (the amount of 
moisture in the air). His machine recirculated 
air to cool the rooms. Carrier's invention took 
off, and in 1998, Time named him one of the 
most influential people of the 20th century. 


Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat, said she backs 
Biden for what he has “delivered to people.” Biden 
“is in it to win it, and | support him,” she posted on 
social media. The President acknowledged that 
he had a“bad night” at the debate but said he 
will not step aside. When The Week Junior went 
to press on July 9, Biden remained in the race and 
was making speeches on the campaign trail. 


What else is happening? 

Trump continues to campaign and is close to 
selecting his Vice Presidential running mate. 
Experts predicted that he would announce his 

pick in the days before the Republican National 
Convention, set for July 15-18 in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. The Democratic National Convention 
will be held in Chicago, Illinois, from August 19-22. 


| Willis 
Carrier 
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National news 


The Mars Dune 
Alpha crew 


= _ 


California to teach money skills 


Gavin Newsom, the governor of Califomia, has signed a 
law making a course in financial literacy a requirement 
for graduating from public high schools, starting in 2031. 
Students will learn how to make smart money decisions, 
which is a lifelong skill, Newsom said. Critics of the law 
said academic schedules are too full to accommodate an 
additional mandatory class. California is the 26th state to 
require high schools to teach a personal finance course. 


n July 6, four volunteer crew members 

for NASA (the US space agency) emerged 
from Mars Dune Alpha, a facility designed 
to simulate living conditions on Mars. Kelly 
Haston, Ross Brockwell, Nathan Jones, and 
Anca Selariu spent 378 days living and working 
inside the habitat as the first crew of the 
space agency's Crew Health and Performance 
Exploration Analog project (CHAPEA). 

Mars Dune Alpha is located 
at NASA's Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, Texas. 

It was created using 3D 
printing technology to 

help NASA understand the 
challenges that astronauts 
living on Mars may face. 

The structure, which is 1,700 
square feet in size, includes 
private sleeping quarters for 
each crew member, as well as 
workstations, medical stations, 
and areas for growing food. 

During their time in the habitat, the four 
crew members wore fake space suits and 


A Minion in the film 


Animated movie tops box office 
Despicable Me 4, the sixth film in the Despicable Me 
franchise, topped the extended Fourth of July weekend 
in ticket sales, earning $122.6 million over five days 

at the box office. The film continues the story of Gru, a 
reformed supervillain, and his helpers, the Minions. The 
Despicable Me films have earned the most money of 
any animated franchise in history, more than $4.6 billion. 


The new 
stamp 


USPS honors Jeopardy! host 
The US Postal Service is set to release a Forever stamp 

that pays tribute to longtime Jeopardy! host Alex Trebek 
(1940-2020) to mark the 60th anniversary of the TV quiz 
show. The stamp resembles one of the show's clue panels, 
with the prompt:"This naturalized US citizen hosted the 
quiz show ‘Jeopardy! for 37 seasons.” Undemeath and 
upside down is the correct response: “Who is Alex Trebek?” 
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“Spill covers Utah highway in 
smashed watermelons” up; 


PII SRS 


The mission's logo 
features the last names 
of the crew members. 


Crew emerges from Mars habitat 


conducted simulated spacewalks, known 
as Marswalks. They grew and harvested 
vegetables in a greenhouse. When speaking to 
crew members outside the habitat, there was a 
22-minute delay in communication—the same 
delay astronauts on Mars are expected to face 
when communicating with Earth. 
NASA said it plans to have two more crews 
live in Mars Dune Alpha, each for 
about a year. The next crewed 
mission is set to begin in 2025, 
and the third would start in 
2026. NASA has a goal of 
sending astronauts to Mars 
by the 2030s. 
“It's actually just so 
wonderful to be able to 
say hello to you all,” mission 
commander Haston said after 
exiting Mars Dune Alpha. “I am so 
proud and honored to be part of 
this crew and project and to be a... 
small, incremental part of the work being done 
here on Earth that will one day enable humans 
to explore and live on Mars.” 


Around the world 


= , _ 
ow = Greece ‘. . A construction 
Six-day workweek z ; worker in Greece , 


Cis 


Anew law in Greece means employees at some 
businesses —those that operate 24 hours a day— 
can now work six days a week instead of five. 
Laborers aren't required to work the extra day, but 
those who do will be paid a 40% higher wage. The 
government says it introduced the law because 


Julies there is a shortage of workers to do certain jobs. 


Bernard == 
ii Burgundy, France 

Competitive cyclist fined for kiss 
Cyclist Julien Bernard has been fined $223 for stopping to kiss 
his wife during the Tour de France, a famous annual bicycle race. age 
The course passed near Bernard's home, and his family and 
friends showed up to cheer him on. The International Cycling 3 
Union said stopping for a kiss was inappropriate behavior and 2 = 
damaged the image of the sport. “I'm sorry,” Bernard said, “but | 
would pay [$223] every day to relive this moment.” 


P| 
2 
me 


» in Ecuador . = = 9 
Quito, Ecuador 
aad Court rules in favor of river 
A court has ruled that pollution is violating the rights of the 
Machangara River. The Machangara runs through Ecuador's 
capital, Quito. Chemicals and untreated wastewater have & 
been dumped into it, which can harm wildlife. In Ecuador's 
constitution (principles for government), natural features such 


as rivers and mountains have rights. The city was ordered to 
create a recovery plan for the river but is appealing the ruling. 


} By . By Rome. tay 
9 Wiel lie Horses help patients 
j » La 


| 

. 
| | | Therapy horses are supporting 

| patients at San Giovanni Battista 
Hospital who are learning how to 
m | i Girls in walk again. Most of the patients 
Sierra Leone are recovering from illnesses 

or accidents that affected their 
movement. The horses’ saddles 
have handles that people can hold 


while walking in order to improve 


met Freetown, Sierra Leone 
wae Law bans child marriage 
On July 2, a law banning child marriage was officially passed in 
ierra Leone, where many girls are forced into getting marri 

Pele eee eee ny On ae te red dee: ed their muscle strength and balance. 
before they turn 18. The new law can punish people who enable : : . 

j vie ‘ Rie Patients also build a bond with , 
the marriage of a child, including the groom, the bride's parents, . A patient 

: ; the horses, which helps them relax JPY ennReRcestn 
and anyone who attends the wedding. People who got married : : . ; 
ie ; ees and improves their well-being. with a horse. 

before age 18 can petition to have the marriage declared invalid. : 
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Around the world -~ 


Masoud =e Iran = 

Set aa New president chosen 
WSs On July 6, Masoud Pezeshkian was elected 

president of Iran. The elections were called after 
Iran’s previous president died in a helicopter crash 
in May. One round of voting failed to produce a 
winner, but Pezeshkian won 53.6% of the vote in 
round two. He promised to end internet restrictions 
and opposes forcing women to wear headscarves. 


@ Japan 
Robot joins railway workforce 

West Japan Railway company has introduced a robot to help with 
maintenance on its train network. The 39-foot-tall machine— 
which is attached to a truck that can drive on rails and operated 
by a person in the vehicle—can hold a brush, use a chainsaw, and 
carry objects weighing up to 88 pounds. It will perform jobs that 
can be dangerous for humans, such as trimming tree branches 
along the railway and painting frames that hold up train cables. 


> as comet Mumbai, India 
a i gs Major sports triumph celebrated 

Thousands of fans waved flags and lit firecrackers on the 
streets of Mumbai in celebration of India’s victory in the 
Twenty20 World Cup, a major cricket tournament. Cricket is 

i the most popular sport in India, and this is the country’s first 

world title in 13 years. After beating South Africa at the finals 

in Barbados, the winning players met Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and paraded through Mumbai in an open-air bus. 


Some of the 
sculptures 


== Israel 
=== Protests for peace = 
Nine months after the start of the Y 
ongoing war between Israel and 
Hamas (a terrorist group based in 
Gaza), demonstrators blocked roads 


across Israel on July 7 in a “Day of 


Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Stolen artifacts returned 
On July 3, New York City's Metropolitan Museum of Art sent back 
14 sculptures that were stolen from Cambodia in the 1970s. 
Cambodia's National Museum welcomed the 9th- to 14th-century 
artifacts, including a bronze head of a Buddhist deity and a stone 
statue of a Hindu goddess. Culture minister Phoeurng Sackona 
said their return was “like a blessing for our people.” 


the government to reach a ceasefire 
agreement with Hamas to pause 
the fighting and allow hostages 
held by Hamas to return home. They 
also demanded that Israel's prime j 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, step » ead. ; AMY Protesters 
down and announce an election. | fa 9 a ) inJerusalem 
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Some people prefer their scoops on cones, 
while others think that’s a soggy situation. 


What you need to know 


@ Americans eat an average of four 
gallons of ice cream a year. 


@ Many people claim to have invented 
the ice cream cone, butin the US, a 
version of it first appeared at the St. 
Louis World's Fair in 1904. It was 
called a“cormucopia.” 


@ Before that, ice cream was served in 
glass cups or special reusable 
containers called penny licks. 


@ Ina 2021 survey, 56% of people chose 
cones over cups, and waffle cones 
were the most popular style of cone. 


se frozen desserts have been around for 
centuries, but they used to be a delicacy 
reserved for emperors and royalty. Roman leaders 
are said to have slurped up a mix of snow and 
honey. Chinese rulers relished a sweet cold drink 
made with water buffalo milk. But even kings and 
queens didn’t have the endless options available 
today, such as a range of flavors and variety of 
toppings, from sprinkles to chocolate syrup and a 
cherry on top. You even get to decide whether 
you want your ice cream served in a cup or a cone. 
Those in favor of cups say they're the easier, 
neater option. Cone lovers disagree. What do you 
think? Is an ice cream cone better than a cup? 


Three reasons why an ice cream cone Three reasons why an ice cream cone 
is better than a cup is not better than a cup 


1 There's nothing like holding a classic cone 1 


of delicious ice cream in your hand. 


The big debate 
Is an ice cream cone better than a cup? 


Yes—they’re tasty and no-waste 

Cones are classic. They're part of the whole 
experience of visiting an ice cream parlor ona 
beautiful day, picking a scoop or two of your 
favorite flavors, and enjoying them with your 
friends and family. Not to mention that the cone 
by itself is crunchy and delicious. There are so 
many different types to choose from, like sugar, 
waffle, chocolate-dipped, and even colorful 
flavored ones that taste like birthday cake or 
coconut. A cone is also fully edible, which makes 
it eco-friendly and the perfect choice for the 
planet. A single-use ice cream cup and spoon, on 
the other hand, go straight into the trash. 


Cups cut down on the mess and let you 
enjoy the ice cream at your own pace. 


No—cones are a melty mess 

Have you ever raced against time to finish a 
melting ice cream cone on a hot day, only to end up 
with your face and hands covered ina sticky goop 
that dripped on you? It's no fun to eat ice cream if 
you have to slurp it down so fast you barely get to 
enjoy it. That doesn’t happen when you use a cup. 
Cups let you eat at your own pace, without any 
mess. And you can pile on more toppings that 
would slide right off scoops stacked in a cone. With 
a cup, the ice cream is still the star of the show. 
There's no cone stealing the spotlight. It's just pure, 
delicious, creamy goodness without the flavor or 
crunch of a cone interrupting it. 


(LAST ISSUE'S POLL | 


Last issue, we asked if airline 
fees are out of control. A large 


y Crunchy cones are tasty on their own and There's no dripping cone to rush you. majority of you think the 
perfectly complement smooth ice cream. y) Ice cream in a cup can hold more toppings added charges 
The variety of cone types is a plus. than scoops on a cone can. have gone 
3 Your hand is empty when you finish your 3 The delicious taste of ice cream comes too far:81% 
ice cream cone, so it leaves no waste. It's through more clearly in a cup, without the said yes, and 
a better choice for the environment. taste and texture of a cone in the way. 19% said no. 


The goal of the big debate is to present two sides 
of an issue fairly in order to stimulate discussion and 
allow our readers to make up their minds. The views on 
this page do not reflect those of The Week Junior, and 
the page is not funded by third parties. 


What do you think? 


Now that you’ve read a bit more about this issue, visit kids.theweekjunior.com/polls 
SO you can vote in our debate. Vote YES if you think an ice cream cone is better than a 
cup or NO if you don’t. We'll publish the results next week. 
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People 


Champion of the waves 


Surfing star Carissa Moore is ready for an epic ride at this summer's Olympics. 


BY 


PARIS 2024 


hen women’s surfing made its 
Olympic debut in 2021 at the Tokyo 
Games, Team USA's Carissa Moore was its 
first-ever gold medalist. She is considered 
one of the greatest female surfers ever and 
is now gearing up to defend her title at 
the Olympics this summer. 
Moore, age 31, was 
raised in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
and often credits her 
childhood for helping to 
foster her passion for 
surfing. She started catching 
waves at the age of 5, alongside 
her father at the famous Waikiki 
Beach on the island of Oahu. She was 
competing by age 8. In 2011, when Moore 
was 18, she gained global attention by 
becoming the youngest-ever female 
winner of the World Surf League 
Championships. She went on to win the 
title again in 2013, 2015, 2019, and 2021. 


Writing to inspire 


uthor and professor Bob McKinnon, age 52, 


wants to help people of all ages discuss 
equality and inclusivity. His first children’s book 


was the 2021 best-seller Three Little Engines, about 
believing in yourself, and now he has released a 


new picture book, America’s Dreaming. In it, the 


narrator has a lonely first day at a new school but 


gains confidence after learning about inspiring 
historical figures. The idea came from having to 


change schools as a child. "| hope this book helps 


us all feel more seen and welcomed,” he said. 


Bob McKinnon 
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Moore surfing 


Among her passions out of the water is 
Moore Aloha, a nonprofit she co-founded in 
2018 to empower young women through 
surfing, scholarships, and mentorship. 

Although most of the Olympic events 

will take place in Paris, France, surfing 
will be held in Tahiti, French 
Polynesia. Moore has 

announced that after the 

Games, she will step away 

from competitive surfing to 

explore life outside her sport 
and also hopes to become a 
mother. She told The New York 
Times, “I'm excited to see what 
else there is, outside the jersey.” 

Moore told The Week Junior that when 
she was younger, she put a lot of pressure 
on herself. Now she advises young people 
to be kind to themselves and enjoy their 
experiences. “We do our best and perform 
our best when we're having fun,” she said. 


A sports milestone 


ise Sinner, age 22, has become the world’s 
top-ranked men's singles tennis player. He is the 
first person from Italy to be ranked No. 1 on the 
Association of Tennis Professionals Tour, which 
features the best men’s players. He is also the 
highest-ranked Italian singles player, male or 
female, in history. Players move up in the rankings 
by winning matches and advancing in tournaments. 
Sinner rose to the top on June 10 at the French 
Open, where he made the semifinals. He started 
playing at age 7 and said his goal has always been 
“to improve as a player and as a person.” 


Carissa Moore 


OVERHEARD 


“You have to tell 
people who you are.” 


Actress Maya Rudolph, age 51, who ‘ 
has voiced animated characters in 

films such as /F (2024) and Luca 

(2021), on being confident 


: Sa eA 


Nn 


Dogs instinctively understand 
numbers and amounts, research 
has shown. One study found that 
when dogs were looking at dots 
on ascreen and the number of 
dots changed, parts of the dogs’ 
brains lit up— approximately the 
same regions that are activated 
when the human brain processes 
mathematical amounts. 


Crows can learn to count out loud 


Coa crows are known for being remarkably 
intelligent. Now a study has found that these 
birds can count out loud, at least up to four. 

Researchers from the University of 
Tubingen in Germany gave three 
carrion crows a series of cues, 
such as showing them a 
number on a screen or 
playing the sound of a 
drumroll. Each cue meant the 
bird should make a specific 
number of calls between one = 
and four. For example, a crow > 

: it n A drumroll was 

might respond “caw-caw-caw" after 
seeing the number “3.” If the crow made 
the correct number of calls in response to the 
cue, it would be rewarded with a treat. 


After more than 160 training sessions, all the 
crows showed an ability to make the correct 
number of calls in response to the prompts. 


[fb 


The birds gave the right answer more 
regularly than they would have if 
they were simply cawing 
randomly. Lead author Diana 
Liao told Scientific American 
she thinks the crows would 
have been able to count to 
higher numbers if they were 
given the opportunity. 
The researchers also found 
that the higher the number, the longer 
the birds took to make their first call. If 
a crow was shown a cue to make four calls, it 
would pause longer before making any 


PLACE OF THE WEEK 


Russell Cave National Monument, Alabama 


vocalizations than if it was shown a cue for 
making one call. The researchers say this is 
evidence that the birds were taking time to think 
about and plan how many calls to make. 

The crows’ counting skills were similar to 
those of human toddlers, according to the 
researchers. For example, toddlers might count 
“one, one, one” when they see three objects, 
because they learn to produce the correct 
number of sounds before they understand the 
meaning of the word “three.” 

The researchers said that in the future they 
are interested in exploring what functions 
counting could serve for wild crows. It is not clear 
how counting out loud would benefit crows in 
the wild, although it might help pairs or groups 
of birds coordinate their actions. 


When experts excavated (dug up) this area in 1953, they found 
an ancient cave that had been inhabited by people as far back 
as 11,000 years ago. Although visitors are not allowed into the 
cave, they can hike a nature trail to explore the surrounding 
areas and see plant and animal life. More than 130 kinds of 
birds, several species of mammals, and many insect, amphibian, 
and reptile species live in the park's meadows, woodlands, 
creeks, and caves. Animals to look for include white-tailed deer, 
opossums, baby box turtles, and pileated woodpeckers. 
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Animal _Pacificpocket 
oftheWeeK mouse 


Orcas bump boats for fun «="* 


we May 2020 there have been more and steer the boat). Because the orcas were were reintroduced to the wild in California by 
than 700 incidents in which orcas (also approaching boats slowly, the scientists the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance. The tiny 
known as killer whales) have deliberately realized they weren't aggressive—they mice play an important role in spreading plant 


bumped into boats off the coast of Gibraltar, intended to bump the rudders gently. “They seeds throughout their habitats. 


a UK territory bordering southern Spain. don't peels that they can damage a @ LIFE SPAN: 2 years in thewild! 6 inhuman eare 

Some people thought orcas were attacking rudder. It's more playful than intentional, 

to compete with fishing boats fortunaoras said Alex Zerbini, one of the researchers. @ HABITAT: Coastal lands near the Pacific Ocean 

revenge for being struck by boats. After The scientists think this orca game isa @ SE bracaacinn 

recent research, however, experts now fad (something popular but short-lived). 

believe the incidents are caused by bored They believe that a rise in the population of © DIET: Seeds and insects 

teenage orcas playing a popular new game. bluefin tuna, which orcas eat, means that © FUN FACT: These mice carry food in fur-lined 
Scientists watched orcas playing with young whales can spend less time hunting 


ouches on the outside of their cheeks. 
boat rudders (parts that sitbelow the water and have more time to play. P 


Good week / Bad week “Why do jellyfish sting?” 


Aydin, 8, New Jersey 


Kelly Sutherland 
Associate professor, 
Oregon Institute of Marine Biology 


Like corals and anemones, 
jellyfish have stinging cells that 
they use to capture their prey. 
These cells are activated upon 
contact with prey, which they 
cling to and stun by injecting a 
poisonous substance. Jellyfish can 
sting us if we brush against their 
tentacles, but it’s not intentional. 


Lemur twins Giant sequoias 

The Blair Drummond safari park —_In California, destructive bark 
in Scotland announced the birth beetles have been found in 
of two critically endangered dozens of giant sequoias— 
black-and-white ruffed lemurs including the world’s largest 
(above). The sisters, Nova and tree, General Sherman 

Evie, are already hanging from (above). Experts said the tree 


Amauve 
stinger jellyfish 


branches. Zookeepers saythey _is safe for now but beetles Do you have a question for an animal expert? Send it to hello@theweekjunior.com. 
are a“beacon of hope.” killed at least 40 other trees. Find out more about Dr. Sutherland’s research at sutherlandlab.org. 
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@| ns All about breaking 


Adance 1 style's debut 


Breaking will be a competitive sport 
at the 2024 Summer Games in Paris. 


Eee known as “breakdancing” — 
is a type of dance that combines acrobatic 
moves and creativity. 


Breakers in v 
metas ; 


A brief history of breaking 
In breaking, dancers called B-boys and B-girls 
perform routines featuring elaborate footwork, 
twists, and spins. The style emerged with hip-hop 
music in the 1970s in the Bronx, New York. DJs 
would put “breaks” between song lyrics, and 
people would dance. Breaking began appearing 
in popular culture in the 1980s, gaining wider 
recognition. From the beginning, competition has 
been a part of breaking. Breakers would face off 
to outdo each other's moves and routines. 


At the Summer Youth 
Olympics in 2018 


} Breaking incorporates 
moves inspired by martial 


Becoming an Olympic sport sie ond yn 
The first major official breaking competition, 
Battle of the Year, took place in 1990. Another 
major competition, Red Bull BC One, started in 
2004. The World DanceSport Federation, which is 
officially recognized by the International Olympic 
Committee, started governing breaking in 2018 
as part of a push to make it an Olympic sport. 
Breaking appeared at the Summer Youth Olympic 
Games in Buenos Aires in 2018, paving the way 
for its Olympic debut this year. Adding breaking to 
the Olympics was controversial, however, because 
some breakers view it as an art rather than a sport. 


12 


This refers to moves B-girls and 
B-boys do with their legs while .% 
down onthe floorand using = 
This is the start one or two hands for support. ~ 
of a breaker’s set, 
when they are still standing 
up. B-boys and B-girls 
typically do elaborate 

steps in this stage. 
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All about breaking | 


in the Olympics 


| 


An Olympic 
hopeful in China 


How the Olympics competition will work 
The breaking competition at the Paris Olympics 
will take place on August 9-10. Breakers 
qualified based on their performances at the 
2023 World Championship, their continental 
championships, or the Olympic qualifier series. 
At the Games, they will be split into men’s and 
women’s competitions of 16 B-boys and 16 
B-girls, with no more than two B-boys and two 
B-girls from one country. Breakers will face off in 
head-to-head matchups, called battles. These 
battles will have three rounds, or “throwdowns,” 
in which each breaker dances for a minute. A 
panel of judges decides who wins the battle, 
evaluating breakers on five criteria—technique, 
vocabulary, execution, musicality, and originality. 


Victor 
Montalvo 


Breakers to watch 

The women’s world champion at the 2023 WDSF 
World Breaking Championship —a Lithuanian 
teenager named Dominika Banevic¢, or B-Girl 
Nicka—is set to compete at the Olympics. In 

the men’s competition, Danis Civil (B-Boy Dany 
Dann), who won the 2022 European title, will 
represent France. The US will send four breakers to 


i A basic power : ; 
Often used to enda Go downs are the special moves that basic powe the Games. They include Victor Montalvo (B-Boy 
particular sequence breakers do between the top rock move, such as a : f ‘ 
eee ee ; aaa Victor), the men’s world champion at the 2023 
or combination of position and the ground without head spin, swipe, or : ae 
: d : : e 2 mie 8 WDSF World Breaking Championship, and Sunny 
moves, a freeze is stopping their routine. “628 windmill, involves a ame : 
’ ew ; Choi (B-Girl Sunny), a gold medalist at the 2023 
when a breaker holds a breaker balancing gee ; 
Ae : l Pan Am Games. “I'm just so excited to show people 
position for a few seconds. on their head, back, eee a 
g what breaking is about,’ Montalvo told The Week 
Basic freeze moves shoulders, elbows, or > ats : : : 
: ape Junior. “It's not just rolling on the dance floor. It's 
include the baby freeze hands and spinning 


about bringing your own personality and your own 


and the chair freeze. eae ; : : 7 
ae imagination into this dance and just creating art: 


their whole body. 
Ve 


ery .. ~ 
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Arendering of Genyornis 
newtoni and the skull 
found in Australia (right) 


Extinct bird was likeag 


Fam first time, scientists have uncovered the 
complete skull of a prehistoric bird that lived 

in what is now Australia. The creature, called 
Genyornis newtoni, was a type of giant goose that 
went extinct about 45,000 years ago. 

Genyornis newtoni was about 6 feet, 6 inches 
tall and could weigh more than 500 pounds. It was 
one of several large, flightless birds called 
dromornithids. These creatures are 
also referred to as “thunder birds," 
“demon ducks,” or mihirungs, 

a word that comes from the 
language of one of Australia’s 
Indigenous people (first people 
known to have inhabited a 

place). Dromornithids share 
similarities with modern-day birds 
like chickens, ducks, and geese. 

Very few well-preserved fossils 
of Genyornis newtoni have been found, and the 
only other known skull fossil from this species was 
heavily damaged. This has kept scientists from 
knowing much about what the bird looked like or 
how it was different from other dromornithids. 

Researchers from Flinders University in 
Australia discovered the complete skull fossil 
in dry salt-lake beds in South Australia in 2019. 
The team of scientists found that Genyornis 


14 


The ancient bird 


resembled a modern goose. 


newtoni has a large lower jaw, which is fitting 
because Genyornis means “jaw bird” in Greek. 
The bird's upper jaw, however, is long and tall 
and shaped like that of a goose, which differs 
from those of other dromornithids. 
The researchers also found that Genyornis 
newtoni would have been able to open its mouth 
wide, like a parrot, and that it would have 

had a surprisingly strong bite. “For the 
first time we could put a face on 
this bird, one very different to any 
other bird,” said Trevor Worthy, 
_»  aco-author of the study. 
Sa The team also determined 
~ that Genyornis newtoni would 

have been able to stick its head 
all the way underwater to look 
for food without too much 
water getting into its ears or 
throat. This suggests that the species may have 
lived in watery habitats such as wetlands or 
lakes and that the drying out of those habitats 
over time helped drive the species to extinction. 

The prehistoric goose has been “complicated 

to unravel,” said Phoebe McInerney, an author of 
the study. “However, with this new skull we have 
started to piece together the puzzle which shows, 
simply put, this species to be a giant goose.” 


j 1.5 : 
- ’ li \ 
Arendering of 
the creature 


Scientists have identified a new species of 
dinosaur based on fossils found in the La 
Colonia region in Argentina. They named 
the species Koleken inakayali in honor of 
a deceased chief of a group of Indigenous 
people in the region. Researchers found skull 
bones as well as bones from its back, tail, 
legs, and hip that were preserved together. 
The scientists determined that Koleken 
inakayali was a kind of dinosaur called an 
abelisaurid that lived during the Cretaceous 
Period (145 million to 66 million years ago). 
Abelisaurids were meat-eating dinosaurs 
known for short skulls, thick necks, and 
unusually short arms. In fact, this creature's 
arms were found to be even shorter than 
those of a Tyrannosaurus rex. 
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Science and technology 


@ 


d 


Going out in the rain can boost mood 


MI any people stay inside on gray, 
rainy days. Some scientists, 


however, say we should get outside 

when it rains to improve our well-being. 
When it's raining, droplets of water 

hit hard surfaces and break up into 

smaller droplets. This causes the smaller 

droplets to become negatively 

charged, which creates 

negative ions (tiny 

particles that have an 

electric charge, which 

can be either negative 

or positive). Negative 

ions can be created by rain, 

waterfalls, waves, mist, or morning dew. 
Niek Buurma from Cardiff University 

in the UK said many scientific studies 

have shown that inhaling those 

negative ions can make people’s moods 

more positive, reduce stress levels, and 

boost energy levels. While the evidence 


XBot-L stands atop the 
Great Wall of China. 


Robot walks on Great Wall of China 


Chinese robotics company 
aid its humanoid robot, 

called XBot-L, is the first humanlike 
machine to walk on the Great Wall of 
China. This ancient monument was 
built between the 3rd century BCE 
and the 17th century CE and winds 
about 5,500 miles across China. 

XBot-L is a prototype (test model) 
standing about 5 feet, 4 inches tall. 
It's designed to move in ways that 
are often difficult for robots, like 
navigating unpredictable terrain and 
low-lit areas. To accomplish these 
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for this effect is strong, scientists aren't 
yet sure why it happens. 


Rain also washes away dust, pollen, 


and dirt in the atmosphere, which 
makes the air fresher and cleaner. 
And when rain falls on dry soil after a 
long period of dry weather, an earthy 


smell called “petrichor’” is 


released. Petrichor 
contains a 
chemical called 
geosmin, which 


comes from bacteria 


in soil. Studies have 


shown that inhaling geosmin 


makes people feel good. 

Exercising in the rain also has 
benefits. The rain helps keep you cool 
while you walk, run, or ride a bike. And 
the sound of rainfall and the feeling of 
it on your face can be relaxing and help 
you feel connected to nature. 


tasks, XBot-L has reinforcement 
learning technology, which helps 

it instantly make decisions as it 
encounters challenges. Like a human, 
the robot can change the way it walks 
or adjust its position without losing 
balance or falling down. 

In avideo, XBot-L is seen 
smoothly walking over the rough, 
centuries-old stones that pave 
the Great Wall. The robot goes 
up and down uneven steps and 
easily moves through the darkened 
passages of an ancient guard tower. 


cientists in Japan created a 
spoon and chopsticks that 
can help people reduce the 
amount of salt they eat. Doctors 
often advise people with certain 
health conditions, like high 
blood pressure, to reduce their 
salt intake. But food with less 
salt can often taste bland. 


S 


Scientists say rain 
can have many positive 
effects on mind and body. 


_ Electric tableware 
| that cuts salt use 


The new tableware connects 
toa small computer worn on the 
wrist. When the user eats, a 
small electric current sends salt 
ions from the food through the 
tableware and into the mouth. 
This creates a sensation of 
saltiness, which increases the 
salty taste of the food. 
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Photos of the week 


Fun with fungi 
Robyn Finlayson took 
this photograph of 
mushrooms in Australia. 


Leo Kwok shot this fi 
image at a Lunar New 
Year celebration in China. 


AARAm 


Pretty pasta 

This photo of spaghetti 
was captured by Yuliy 
Vasilev in Bulgaria. 
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Watercolor view = 
This picture of a lake Sim 


in Kenya was taken 
by Bhupender Gupta. 


<e 
Swimmer in red 
This image of a solar David Behar shot this 
eclipse in the US was photo from a hotel 
taken by Edward Panjaitan. balcony in Florida. 
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Quincy Wilson 


/ Hezly Rivera 


The first medalist 


es 


James Connolly (above) was 
the first US athlete to win an 
Olympic medal. He competed 

in the first modern Olympic 
Games in Athens, Greece, in 
1896, where he won the triple 
jump (then called the “hop, skip, 
and jump”) and also medaled in 
the high jump and long jump. 


Young stars selected for Olympics 


history, finished first in the all-around competition 
and automatically qualified for Paris. A selection 
committee then picked the other gymnasts who 
will join her. They were the four next-best 
finishers: reigning Olympic all-around 
gold medalist Sunisa Lee; Jordan 
Chiles; Jade Carey, who has won 
an Olympic gold medal in the 
floor exercise; and Rivera. 
Rivera, who is from New 
Jersey and trains in Texas, was the 
2023 junior all-around national 
champion. She made her senior elite 


‘les 16-year-old star athletes from the US will 
be heading to the Paris Olympics after 
outstanding performances at recent Olympic 
Trials, Hezly Rivera, an artistic gymnast, is 
currently the youngest athlete to make 
Team USA this year. Sprinter Quincy 
Wilson is expected to race ina 
track and field relay. He and his 
coach have confirmed the news, 
but USA Track and Field had not 
released its full Olympic roster as 
of July 8. Wilson will be the youngest 
male member of the US track and field 
team in history. 

The gymnastics Olympic Trials were held from 
June 27 to June 30 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Simone Biles, the most decorated gymnast in 


BASKETBALL 
On July 6, Caitlin Clark and the Indiana 
Fever beat the top-ranked New York 
Liberty, 83-78. Clark had 19 points, 13 
assists, and 12 rebounds to become the 
first WNBA rookie and first Fever 
player to ever record a triple-double 
(double digits in three statistical 
categories). The next day, Chicago Sky 
rookie Angel Reese had 17 points and 
14 rebounds, earning her 13th straight 
double-double, a new WNBA record. 


= Simone 
Biles 


debut earlier this year. She will likely compete 
in the balance beam and uneven bars events at 
the Olympics. She tied for first in the beam during 
the trials and placed fourth in the uneven bars. 
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The track and field trials took place in Eugene, 
Oregon, from June 21 to June 30. Wilson was a 
standout in the 400-meter preliminary races, in 
which he competed against many older runners. 
He broke the long-standing under-18 world record 
twice on his way to the event final, in which he 
finished in sixth place. Although he did not earn 
an automatic spot on the team, his performance 
was impressive enough to get him into a pool of 
runners who will be eligible to race in relays. 

Wilson is a rising high school junior from 
Maryland. He told ESPN he has been dreaming 
about the Olympics since he watched top 
sprinters Justin Gatlin of the US and Usain Bolt 
of Jamaica race at the 2016 Games. “I was just 
like, ‘I want to be up there one day,’” Wilson 
said. “And...now, it’s the dream come true.” 


MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
Pittsburgh Pirates rookie pitcher Paul 
Skenes has been chosen for the Major 

League Baseball All-Star Game after 10 
Major League starts. He has delivered 
78 strikeouts in 59.1 innings so far. The 
game will be played on July 16. 


FORMULA 1 RACING 
Lewis Hamilton won Formula 1's 
British Grand Prix on July 7. Although 
he now has 104 F1 wins, it was his first 
in 945 days. He beat runner-up Max 
Verstappen by 1.465 seconds. 


The Week Junior « July 19, 2024 


@ORLPRIDE; GETTY IMAGES; ON LEFT PAGE: GETTY IMAGES (3); ALAMY 


i 


Unbeaten NWSL teams face off 


n July 6, the top two NWSL (National 

Women’s Soccer League) teams —the 
Kansas City Current and the Orlando Pride — 
played in a crucial match at CPKC Stadium 
in Kansas City, Missouri. Both teams were 
not only tied for first in the league but also 
unbeaten in their 15 games this season. On 
top of that, the Current was on a 17-game 


unbeaten streak, the longest in league history. 


The Pride snapped it with a 2-1 victory. 

Itwas a very physical competition, and 
seven yellow cards (disciplinary warnings) were 
given out in the match, starting with one in the 
14th minute that went to Pride defender Carrie 
Lawrence. The first goal was scored by Pride 
forward Barbra Banda in the 37th minute, with 
Current forward Temwa Chawinga tying it up two 


J 


Coach’s Name: Jon Freeman 
Team: Palos Thunder Baseball 10U 


“Coach Freeman always tries to make us have fun. He 
plays a game with us at practice called Knock Out. We 
also play games when we practice hitting, and we can score 


Barbra Banda (center) 
and the Orlando Pride _ 
eciebiate on July 6. 


“. an 


minutes later. Just before halftime, Lawrence got 
a second yellow card, which led to her immediate 
ejection. As a result, the Pride had to finish the 
game with one fewer player on the field. 

The next key moment came with just under 
30 minutes remaining. A Pride player was fouled 
inside the penalty box, which gave the team a 
chance at a penalty kick. It was taken by forward 
Marta (she uses one name), who buried her shot 
to give the Pride a lead they would not give up. 

The league is now on a break for the 
Olympics, where many NWSL stars will play for 
the US Women’s National Team. Those who are 
not there will play in the NWSL x Liga MX Femenil 
Summer Cup. It will feature the NWSL's 14 teams 
and six teams from La Liga MX Femenil, Mexico's 
top professional women’s soccer league. 


points for good hits. He tells us ‘The way you practice is the 

way you play.’ It reminds us to work hard while we have fun. At games, he 
encourages us and gives us information on how to improve for the next 
time. He is fun, happy, and great at baseball too!” James, 10, Illinois 
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PARIS 2024 
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SPOTLIGHT ON... 


wr) 
AS 


Daniela Moroz 


AGE:23 SPORT: SAILING (FORMULA KITE) 
TEAM: USA 


Family ties my parents met while learning 
to windsurf in the San Francisco Bay Area. | grew 
up around the sport, and they'd always take me 
to the beach with them. | really wanted to learn to 


kitesurf, so they got me lessons when | was around 

11. When I tried racing, | was immediately hooked. | 

won my first world championship at 15. 

Big dreams By 2013, we 
knew kitesurfing was going e - Sage ra 

to be in the 2024 Olympics. | o- <a 

knew | wanted to be part of 

it—and now here we are. I'd . 

love to be competing for a ; y 
gold by the end ofthe regatta, “= == — 4 
butifIwalkaway knowing! did = 
everything | could, | can be happy. = 

To manage pressure, | remind myself how lucky and 

grateful | am to be in this position. 

Training plan i'm usually on the water two 

to three hours a day, about five days a week for 

maybe two weeks, and then I'll take a few days 

off. Every day on the water is so different—the 

conditions are constantly changing. It teaches you 
to be adaptable and willing to change. 


Air time Kitesurfingis the Summer Olympics’ 
fastest sport. | go about 25 miles per hour against 
the wind and about 40 to 45 with it. I love being on 
the water and in the elements. Combining that with 
flying at high speeds is super cool. Sailing can have 
atough learning curve, but it's rewarding. You leam 
about physics and to appreciate nature. | don’t think 
alot of other sports can do the same. 


Future goals | have one semester left at the 
University of Hawaii and want to finish my degree. 
Then I'll go for the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles. 
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David Rogers’ Big 
Bugs + Pollinators 


Giant animals on display 


Artist David Rogers’ popular sculptures are several feet high and help garden visitors learn about bugs and pollinators. 


O. past 30 years, large wood and stick he became a professional artist, he was a Kaiser said the large-scale art"makes you feel 
sculptures by American artist David Rogers cabinetmaker and furniture builder. He created his _like you were shrunk down to the size of a bug, 
have been showcased in gardens across the US. first animal sculpture, a dinosaur, after seeing a allowing you to learn about the bugs by walking in 
This summer, the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden in bent sapling that reminded him of a backbone. their shoes.” He added that the wood turns critters 
Pennsylvania is hosting David Rogers’ Big Bugs + Rogers’ bugs and pollinators are made from that can seem scary into “inviting and friendly 


materials such as fallen or found trees, willow characters.” In Pittsburgh, Rogers’ sculptures are 
branches, and cut saplings. Pittsburgh placed in areas where each animal would have a 
Botanic Garden's executive director, relationship with a nearby plant. His dragonfly and 


Pollinators. The exhibition's 10 pieces 
include a hummingbird, a bee ona 
flower, and a praying mantis (all 


shown above). His work is also Keith S. Kaiser, told The Week Junior damselfly hover over the garden's Lotus Pond. 
on display at the Dawes ) that the work is “evidence of the Kaiser would like visitors who see the 
Arboretum in Newark, Ohio. magical things you can create out sculptures to not only gain an appreciation for 

Rogers grew up on Long of materials found in your very bugs and pollinators but also “create habitats to 
Island, New York, and began own backyard." It takes about 2,000 support them, which has a positive influence on 
making art at age 13. Before saplings to create a 25-foot-long ant. the environment for years to come.” 


j House and Wheat 
More by the artis Tornado Wood wheat 
Stickasaurus | - 2  Theartist made this stalks made by 
David Rogers built piece in 1995 for Rogers were once 
this creature for a a festival with a on display at the 
public garden in Wizard of Oz theme. US Botanic 
1993. Itis made The house is more Garden in 


out of black locust than three and a half = : — Washington, DC. 


tree branches, feet high, and => Other non-animal 
limbs, and roots Rogers made the pieces he’s 

and has been on tornado out of vines created include 
display in a park in and saplings. He has stick work 

Pound Ridge, New said it is one of his furniture and 


York, since 2022. garden sculptures. 


favorite pieces. 
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Arts and entertainment 


Descendants: 
The Rise a Red 


ihe next ‘Descendants cha pter 


De, S popular Descendants movie musicals 
are about the teenage children of fairy-tale 
characters. The latest installment, Descendants: 
The Rise of Red, is a time-traveling adventure 
featuring the daughters of Cinderella and the 
Queen of Hearts from Alice in Wonderland. The 
film is now on Disney+ and will air on 
the Disney Channel on August 9. 

The first Descendants film 
came out in 2015 and followed 
the kids of famous Disney villains 
at Auradon Prep, a boarding 
school. It was followed by two 
sequels. The Rise of Red begins 
a new chapter in the franchise, with 
different characters and a fresh story. 

Inthe film, Red, whose mother is the Queen 
of Hearts (played by pop star Rita Ora), is invited 
to Auradon Prep. Chaos erupts when the Queen 
stages a coup and sends Cinderella, an old 


= READER RECOMMENDS 


Rita Ora 


nemesis, to prison. Red then teams up with 
Cinderella’s daughter, Chloe, to change a past event 
that turned the Queen into a villain. Cinderella is 
portrayed by singer-actress Brandy Norwood. She 
played the same part in Disney's 1997 live-action 
Cinderella and was the first Black Disney princess. 
Kylie Cantrall stars as Red, and Malia 
Baker plays Chloe. The characters are 
opposites, but the actresses told The 
Week Junior that they inspire each 
other to change. “Red learns from 
Chloe that she doesn't have to be so 
guarded all the time,” Cantrall said. 
Uptight Chloe “loosens up” from being 
around Red, Baker said. Both actresses 


grew up as fans of the first Descendants films. The 
same goes for Ruby Rose Turner, who plays the 
young Queen of Hearts. She told The Week Junior 
she hopes The Rise of Red “can inspire the next 
generation of musical theater fans.” 


DISNEY/QUANTRELL COLBERT (2); NETFLIX; GRAHAM BARTHOLOMEW/AMAZON CONTENT SERVICES LLC; NETFLIX/PONOC; SAM JOHNSON/INTUITIVE 
CONTENT; ON LEFT PAGE: COURTESY OF DAVID ROGERS/PITTSBURGH BOTANIC GARDEN (3); BILLY CALZADA; COURTESY OF DAVID ROGERS (3) 


Last Kids on Earth (Netfix or rent on other platforms) 
“I like this series because | love videos about zombies and 
monsters. It's about 13-year-old Jack Sullivan; his best friend, 
Quint; his bully-turned-friend Dirk; and Jack's crush, June. My 
favorite character is Quint because he is a science genius. The 
show is set in a post-apocalyptic world and teaches viewers 
that friendship and teamwork are essential for survival. My 

| favorite episode is the first one. The characters work together, 
but in the second episode they are fighting, and in another 
one, Quint feels left out and brings monster trouble to the 
group. The show is fun and exciting.” Navy, 9, Florida 


Do you have a film or TV show to recommend to other kids? Send your review to hello@theweekjunior.com. 
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My Spy: The Eternal City 


(Amazon Prime) 


In the 2020 action film My Spy, a CIA operative 
named JJ taught a girl named Sophie to be a 
spy. This sequel follows Sophie on a school trip 
to Italy, which JJ chaperones. When a terrorist 
plot unfolds, the pair break out their spy skills to 
save the day. The film is rated PG-13. 


The Imaginary 

(Netflix) 

Based on the book of the same name by A-F. 
Harrold, this new English-dubbed animated 
movie from Japan is about a girl and her 
imaginary friend, Rudger. When he finds himself 
in the town of forgotten imaginaries, he must 
navigate a way out so the pair can reunite. 


wai) 

Hope in the Water 

(PBS.org) (PBS App) 

This new three-part documentary special travels 
around the world with celebrities who learn how 
people are helping the ocean. Topics include 
diving for “zombie” urchins off California's coast 
and harvesting scallops in Maine with a mix of 
innovative technology and ancient practices. 
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Sh now for the Nintendo Switch. 


The Monkey Ball series has been rolling since 2001, when Sega launched 
itin Japan as an arcade game with a banana-shaped joystick. Since then, 
Sega has made Monkey Ball games for home consoles, handheld 
systems, and mobile devices. Super Monkey Ball Banana Rumble 


is the 22nd game in the franchise. 


Like most other Monkey Ball games, Banana Rumble’s 
main gameplay has a simple goal that is not so simple to 
complete: Roll characters across a stage, collect important 
items, and get to the finish line before time expires. Each level 
is filled with traps, obstacles, and other challenges. 


GLISSANDO 

kusc.org 

The radio network Classical California has launched 
this audio stream for kids. Its 20-minute programs 
feature stories, kids acting as DJs, and a range of 
music: classical orchestral pieces, instrumental 
versions of pop songs, and tunes from video games 
and movies. Click the site’s “Streams” tab to find it. 


O 
h a 
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A wild battle 


Ss. Monkey Ball Banana Rumble is a new platform arcade game. It is 


On screen 


Super Monkey Ball 
Banana Rumble 


for bananas 


The game begins with seven playable characters, led by a chill monkey 
named AiAi. The lineup also includes GonGon, a strong ape, and MeeMee, a 
stylish monkey. Palette is a new character who wants to find the Legendary 

Banana so she can locate her lost father. She gets AiAi and his pals to join her 
quest. Each character is customizable and has special skills. For 
example, Palette is fast and MeeMee is great at dealing with 

tricky levels. Gamers who subscribe to Sega's downloadable 
content can access more characters, including Sega's icon Sonic. 
The Legendary Banana hunt spans 200 brand-new levels. 
In co-op mode, up to four players can team up to cut across the 
chaotic challenges. Gamers can also play against up to 15 other 
players in races, collectible showdowns, and other mini-games. 


A customized character 


J APP or tHe WEEK BJ 


GREAT MOMENTS IN SPEEDWAY 
tinyurl.com/TWJUS-Speedway 

Speedway racing is a motorbike competition in 
which riders race on an oval dirt track at 70 miles 
per hour or more. It is popular in Europe, Australia, 
and New Zealand. The bikes don’t have brakes, so 
racers have to control them with their bodies. This 
video compiles thrilling moments from the sport. 


PLANTNET 

Apple App Store, Google Play 

If you'd like to find out more about plants, 
flowers, grasses, or trees in your home, yard, or 
anywhere else, this app will help you identify 
about 20,000 species. Submit photos of what 
you see, and you can help scientists better 
understand plant life around the world. 


Greatest\Moments in Speedway 
———..... 


4 Wide Racing 
NO BRAKES! 
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BOOK: COURTESY OF PUBLISHER; AUTHOR: COURTESY OF JOHNNIE CHRISTMAS; GETTY IMAGES 


SUMMER OF READING 
FEATURED PICK rT mame CH RVID nny 


; . AM 0; 
By Johnnie Christmas tia R GAME {| 
(HarperAlley) 


After spending nearly all his free 
time playing his favorite video 
game, Max levels up his skills 
and receives an invitation to 
compete in the prestigious 
Gamerville tournament. Two 
classmates volunteer to coach 
him to boost his chance of 
winning the competition, which 
takes place a week after school 
ends. But his parents have other 
summer plans: They're sending 
him to a monthlong sleepaway 
camp where no technology is 
allowed. Max is devastated 

that he'll miss the tournament 
and has a hard time adjusting 
to camp life. When he gets lost in 


the woods, he realizes the 
tournamentis on the otherside ESTO Do) ca 


of the lake from his camp. He With a clever premise and fun characters, Gamerville may make 
tries to figure out a way to make you consider the pros and cons of technology, especially the way 
it to the tournament without his it can affect friendships. Here are questions to get a conversation 
counselors finding out. Max going with friends and family who have also read it. 


receives help from a few fellow 
campers, including Zanzi, who is 
upset that the camp plans to 
modernize its program next year. 


Does Max spend too Do you agree or disagree 
much time playing video —_ with the camp's plan to 
games during theschool _— change its program the 


Wl isaac tiene widen year? Why or why following year? Explain 
- ; not? your answer. 

game competition without 

anyone realizing? There’s never What are some Which character 

a dull moment in this graphic realizations Max would you most 

novel adventure. You may makes about himself want to be friends with 

especially enjoy the comic after going away to and why? 

pages that portray what's sleepaway camp? 

happening in the video game. Dome oom 


How does the art in the technology affects the 
book help tell the story? friendships in the story? 


Our list of “The 50 Books Kids Love Most,” 
details about entering our Summer of Reading 
Sweepstakes, and more can be found at kids. 


theweekjunior.com/summerofreading. 
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Ask the Author 
Ambassador 


Johnnie Christmas is a 
best-selling comic book 
creator, and Gamerville 
is his second graphic 
novel for kids. His first 
one, Swim Team, received a 
Coretta Scott King Award Illustrator 
Honor. Christmas spoke to The Week 
Junior about writing and illustrating. 


Do you write or draw a book first? 
| write by hand, using pen and paper. | used 
to type my work on a computer, but | find 
that I'm more creative when | write. Once 
that's done, I'll illustrate the story. Like many 
comic creators, | send my black-and-white 
drawings to another artist who adds color. 


Where did you get 
the inspiration for 
the camp? 

My sister went to a 

, sleepaway camp in 
Maine for many summers and built a great 
community of friends. | asked her a lot of 
questions as | was working on the book. 


Are you a fan of video games? 
Yes! Growing up | loved The Legend of Zelda. 


What do you hope kids take 
away from the book? 

| want Gamerville to be a celebration of all 
games —video games and traditional 
ones. When it comes to technology, 
finding balance is key. 


What did you read as a child? 

| read a lot of Greek and Roman mythology, 
and a novel that stuck with me was The 
Neverending Story by Michael Ende. 


Is there a superhero you admire? 
Colossus from the X-Men because he is 
super tough on the outside but has a 


sensitive soul. A 
Favorite thing » 4 
about summer? 

The mood— |i 
everyone is happy! 7 JN 
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How to... 


Gaze at Stars in the sky Sightsin summer 


To see something out of this world, all you have to do is look up. 


Ff. thousands of years, the stars and planets that 
are visible from Earth have inspired stories, 
mythology, and people’s imaginations. And it’s no 
wonder: They’re really interesting to look at and 
dream about. If you'd like to see what you can spot, 
here's how you can get started. 


Notice the effects of the Moon 
You've seen the Moon many times. But have you ever 
noticed how it affects the rest of the sky? The 
full Moon is like a giant light bulb, and its 
glow can block your view of the planets 
and fainter stars. That's why the best 
time to stargaze is at the end of the 
Moon’s cycle, when it’s really small, or 
during a new Moon when it's usually 
not visible. The new Moon happens 
about once a month. You can find the 
dates at stardate.org. 


Find a good spot 

When the new Moon phase arrives—or at least gets 
close—it's time to stargaze. Check to make sure it's not 
cloudy that night, and have an adult help you find an 
area away from headlights, street lamps, and neon 
signs. (They are considered light pollution and, like the 
full Moon, can make it difficult to see a lot of stars.) You 
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4 


Search for 


bright objects. 


can use a telescope or bird-watching binoculars if you 
have them. If not, you can see plenty with nothing 
more than your eyes. Remember that it can take up to 
30 minutes for your eyes to adjust to the darkness. 


Discover the planets 

Once your eyes have adjusted, the brightest objects to 
look for first are other planets. You can see Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, and Saturn without a telescope. Venus, the most 
vibrant planet in our solar system, should be easy 
to spot in the Western sky just after sunset. It 
looks like an extra-large star. 


Focus on star patterns 

Groups of stars can appear to make up 

different images in the sky. First, look for 
the Big Dipper, which is an asterism 
(pattern of stars) made of seven bright 

stars. Then use that to pinpoint more stars. If 
you follow the handle of the Big Dipper down, it 
will point you toward a bright red star called arcturus. It's 
inside the Bootes constellation (one of 88 officially 
recognized groups of stars), which is shaped like an ice 
cream cone. Then look up from there to spot a bright blue 
star called spica in the constellation Virgo. To find more 
constellations, check out a planisphere, which is like a 
map of the stars. You can print one at in-the-sky.org. 


You can see these celestial 
wonders this time of year. 


A full Moon Catch sight of a 
full Moon, also called a Buck 
Moon, in the sky on July 21. 


Mars and Jupiter Throughout 
July, Mars and Jupiter will 
steadily approach each other. By 
July 30, these planets will form a 
triangle with a crescent Moon. 


Ameteor shower A major 
annual meteor shower, called 
the Delta Aquariids, peaks this 
year with about 10 meteors 
per hour on July 29-30. To 
spot one of these “shooting 
stars,” look away from the 
Moon and city lights toward 
the darkest part of the sky. 
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Make a no-sewing felt name banner 


What youneed = instructions 

e Ruler, pencil, 1. Use the ruler, pencil, and paper to make a template (pattern) 
and paper for your felt flags. It can be a flag in the shape of a swallowtail 

@ Sharp scissors (shown above) or a triangle, rectangle, or other shape of your 

@ Felt choice. To make a symmetrical shape, fold the paper in half. 

@ Letter printouts Draw half of the shape with its center along the fold. Cut it out. 

© Tape 2. Trace your flag template onto the felt, then cut out the shape. 


@ Paintbrush 

e@ Fabric glue or 
tacky white glue 

© String 

@ Big-eye needle 
or hole punch 


Repeat this step to make as many flags as there are letters in 
your name (or the name of the person you're making it for). 

3. Print out the letters in a simple sans serif typeface in a size that 
will fit nicely on your flags. Cut out each letter, leaving some 
white space around it. Tape each letter to a piece of felt in any 
color you would like your letters to be. 

4. With the scissors and an adult's help, carefully trim out each 
letter, cutting through the paper and felt at the same time. It's 


OM O (i OSA OSLO 


Enter The Week Junior’s 
Nature Photo Contest! 


Do you love taking photos of flowers, trees, or wildlife? If so, now is 
your chance to use your creativity, curiosity, and skills to enter The 
Week Junior's Nature Photo Contest. The entry form for 8- to 
10-year-olds is at tinyurl.com/TWJUS-2024PhotoContest-8-10, 

and the form for 11- to 14-year-olds is at tinyurl.com/TWJUS- 
2024PhotoContest-11-14. Winning entries will be featured ina 
September 2024 issue of the magazine. See official rules at 


helpful to have at least two parts of the letter taped to the felt 
while you cut so it doesn’t shift around. You can add tape as 
you go. For letters with a space in the center, like the letter O, 
carefully poke a hole in the letter with one blade of the scissors, 
then cut your way around. 

5. With the paintbrush, paint a thin layer of glue onto the back 
of a letter and center it onto the flag. Repeat with the rest of 
the letters and flags. 

6. Determine the length of your banner. Lay your flags on the 
table, evenly spaced apart. Measure this length and adda 
few feet to both ends to allow for hanging the banner. Cut a 
piece of string to this length. 

7. Punch or poke a hole in the top corners of each flag, then 
string the flags together. Hang it up and enjoy! 


— 


> 
i 
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The deadline to 


enter is July 29. 


theweekjunior.com/photocontestrules. 
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Word ladder MINI 
To change the word MINT into Not yours > Tt TL] 


the word CHIP, use each clue 


si F It gives a male lion its 
to fill in a word that is only one distinctive look > IT LL] 


letter different from the word 

before it. If you get stuck, try Shape of some striped > It TL] 

solving from the bottom up. Christmas candy 
Be concerned > Tt LL] 
Remains of an > I TL] 

a ~~ eaten apple 
It grows in ears > IT TL] 
A quarter, for example > Tt TL] 
A bike helmet strap [LoL 

SB goes under here > 


STEPPING STONES 


Each figure hides a seven- 
letter word associated 
with auctions. To find each 
one, start anywhere and 
move in an unbroken path 
through letters that share a 
border (no jumping!), using 
each letter once. 

(NEED A HINT? Check the 
bottom of the page.) 


. 


“~ 


Ag ert S 
PRIEIEE AASZE 
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DO NOT ENTER 


Draw one continuous path from START to END 
that goes through every box except the ones 


containing 


obstacles. Your path may not cross 


itself, and there is only one solution. 


Crossmath 


Fill each empty box with a number ora 
mathematical symbol (+, —, %, or =) 


to complete 
the equations 


across and 
down. A 
symbol can 


be used more 


than once. 


Se ee 


These two pictures of an ice cream truck appear to be the same, but take a closer look. 
There are actually five differences. Can you see them? 
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PUZZLES BY PUZZABILITY 


GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS; AMY CARTER; TEDDY TOURIST; @AXIOS TWIN CITIES/IG; 


ON LEFT PAGE: GETTY IMAGES (3) 


That’s unbelievable! 


Four wheels, 
nine lives 


Skillful cat skates to Success 


The sight of a skateboarding cat might give people “paws,’ but Guinness World 
Records has deemed it worthy of recognition. Bao Zi, a cat from China, eamed a 
speed record by skating nearly 33 feet in 12.85 seconds. His owner, Li Jiangtao, 
trained him after discovering the cat's interest in skateboards. Bao Zi's impressive 
skill set also includes dribbling a basketball, but skating seems to be his favorite 
sport. ‘At home, he’s a lazy furball,” Li said. “But at the skate park, he's a different 
cat—confident and daring, weaving through crowds with ease.” 


A very well-traveled teddy bear 


Aglobe-trotting teddy bear has visited 32 countries and some of the world’s 
most famous landmarks. The bear, known as Traveling Teddy, is “the perfect 
companion,’ says owner Christian Kneidinger, a photographer from Austria. The 
pair started their adventures in Iceland, where the bear made his debut as 
Kneidinger’s photo model. Since then, the 25-year-old toy has gone sightseeing 
in Paris, ridden a scooter around Italy, and tried scuba diving in Barbados. 
Traveling Teddy now has thousands of online followers, a wardrobe of 23 
handmade costumes, and teddy-sized props including a motorbike and sled. 
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Time to do some 
beachcombing. 


Giant crab’s unusual hairdo 


A couple in the UK was amazed to find a huge crab sporting what appeared to be 
a wig of sea creatures. Amy Carter and Scott Southey found the large creature 
while walking on a beach. “With his little hairdo of mussels that was stuck to him, 
itwas very, very fascinating,” said Carter. Frankie Hobro, from the nearby Anglesey 
Sea Zoo, identified the creature as a spiny spider crab, a common species along 
the UK's coast. Hobro explained that crab shells can make good “anchor points” 
that mussels and other sea creatures can cling to amid the waves. 


Did they have all 
the write stuff? 


Birthday party for a pencil 


On the first Saturday of June, Minnesotans celebrated the sharpening of a giant 
pencil. In 2022, after a big oak tree was damaged in a storm, a local sculptor 
carved it into the shape of a classic yellow pencil. The point of the 16-foot pencil 
dulls over time, so once a year it is reshaped with a 4-foot, 100-pound pencil 
sharpener. The public is invited to watch this event at an anniversary party, which 
also includes a live band, free ice cream, and dancing people dressed as writing 
instruments. Do you believe this story is real, or would you pick option No. 2?* 
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A Your turn 


| was fascinated by this week's 
story about the four-member 
NASA crew that emerged from 
an environment created to 
resemble life on Mars (p5). 
During their 378 days inside the 
1,700-square-foot facility, located at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, Texas, the volunteers 

took simulated spacewalks, harvested vegetables, 
and worked through problems a future crew to 
Mars might encounter. Why is the US focused on 
traveling to the red planet? “Because it’s possible,” 
one of the crew members said—and “because space 
can unite and bring out the best in us.” Elsewhere in 
this issue, we report on election results in the UK 
and France (p2) and questions that have arisen 
about the US Presidential election scheduled for 
November (p4). And our Summer of Reading 
campaign continues! Get more details about 

how you can participate in the red box below. 


A big solo 
exhibition 


64 | was so excited when | found 

out that my artwork was picked to be 
shown at the Port Authority bus 
terminal in New York City! Hundreds 
of thousands of people go through 
the terminal every day. I’m one of the 
first 8-year-olds to have a solo exhibit 
there! Walking through the terminal, | 
saw people rushing, stressed, and 
hungry, and | wanted to paint that in my 
work. | used acrylics, oils, pastels, and 
colored pencils to make seven pieces. 
My favorite piece, Angry Toast, became 
so popular that we made a website to 
sell the artwork on T-shirts and mugs. The 
, exhibit was on display for six months and it 
Andvea Barbalich was extended. My classmates and 
Editor-in-Chief community were thrilled for me, and my Alesis. 8 New York 


goal is to inspire future young artists!99 
CHARITY OF THE WEEK 


Have you done something interesting or raised money for a cause you care about? 
Whatever you’re up to, we want to hear about it at hello@theweekjunior.com. 


SUMMER OF READING 


Enter to win books! 


. This is the fifth issue of our Summer of Reading 
Project HOME campaign! We hope you enjoy our interview 
This group's goal is to lift people out of with Author Ambassador Johnnie Christmas and 
poverty in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. areview of his new book Gamerville (p23). Our 
It offers permanent housing to people reading challenge continues! Once you've 
without homes and trains adults in finished reading any three books, go to tinyurl. 
literacy, computer basics, and other skills co/TWJUS-ReadingChallenge with an adult to 
to help them find jobs. Its education center enter our sweepstakes. Four winners will win 
hosts after-school programs and college books, and one will win books and a video call 
prep classes. The group has also built more with an Author Ambassador. For our list of The 
than 1,000 housing units since its founding 50 Books Kids Love Most,” go to kids. 
in 1989. Find out more at theweekjunior.com/summerofreading. 
projecthome.org. HOME ‘ : 
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Your turn 


Grow a vegetable garden === 
reall 


CY 
a a 
ab « =r 
at = = 


“I’m growing my own tomato plants 1 > 
inspired by the How To section of 
The Week Junior.” Kiyo, 11, Maryland 


a a | 


Teacher, 
A OF THE WEEK 


+ Teacher's Name: Renee Lewin 
School: Long Trail School 


“1 think Renee is the best teacher | will ever have. She teaches 
language arts and always picks the best books for us. She 
helps us with our writing and spelling and loves reading our 
stories. She is so kind to us and her beloved cats. Renee is 
also so funny. She helps with school plays even when she 
doesn’t really have time. | wish she could teach me forever. 
I’m sure no one in our class will ever forget her.” 
Eleanor, 13, Vermont 
Nominate your teacher for Teacher of the Week! 

Send your reason for the nomination, a photo of your teacher, and 
your school’s name and address to hello@theweekjunior.com. 


“| love the recipes in The 
Week Junior, and | baked the 
snickerdoodle blondies.” 
Akash, 10, California 


“| took this picture in my 
backyard. | love playing soccer 
and reading The Week Junior.” 
Hannah, 8, Texas 


Q Puzzle answers (from page 26) 


Quiz answers (from page 30) 1b) 4 2378 3False. Itis debuting as an 
Olympic sport this year. 4c) Queen of Hearts 5 True 6a) San Diego 7 False. He wants 
to sneak out of camp. 8 Wood and sticks 9 True 10 The Great Wall of China 11a) AiAi 
12 True 13 Orlando Pride 14a) Petrichor 15 Skateboarding 


We want to hear from you! To have your letters, photos, nominations, recommendations, or ideas considered for inclusion in the magazine, 


please include your full name, age, and state with your submission. By emailing your submission to us, you give The Week Junior consent to 
publish it in the magazine and online. Please get your parent/guardian’s permission before sending anything to us. 
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up to what number? 
a)3 b)4 95 


al} nL] LJ 


2 How many days did a crew spend inside 


NASA‘ simulated Mars environment? 


3 True or false? In 2021, breaking debuted as a 
competitive sport at the Tokyo Olympics. 


True | Fabe | 


4 In Descendants: The Rise of Red, Red is 


the daughter of which Disney villain? 


a) Jafar b) Maleficent c) Queen of Hearts 


al} ol] LJ 


5 True or false? The new UK prime minister, 


Keir Starmer, took office the day after 
election results were announced. 


True | abe | 


6 Two giant pandas arrived at a zoo in what 


California city after traveling from China? 


a) San Diego b) San Francisco c) San Pedro 


al_| oL_] LJ 


7 True or false? In the book Gamerville, Max 
tries to figure out how to sneak out of school. 


True | False | 


8 Artist David Rogers makes sculptures of 
bugs and pollinators out of what material? 
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Quiz 
How much of this week’s news can you remember? 


1 Scientists trained crows to count outloud = 11 
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9 True or false? Carissa Moore was the 
first-ever Olympic gold medalist in 
women’s surfing. 


| False | 


10 A robot called XBot-L recently made 
history as the first human-like machine to 
walk on what structure? 


True 


11 What is the name of the monkey leader 
in the video game Super Monkey Ball 
Banana Rumble? 


a) AiAi b) BiBi ¢) CiCi 


a | pial 


12 True or false? Scientists believe teenage 


True 


| False | 


team beat the Kansas City Current and 
secured a 17-game winning streak? 


14 What is the name of the smell that’s 
released when rain falls on dry soil? 


a) Petrichor b) Geosmin c) lon 


al_| b_] L_] 


15 A cat named Bao Zi won a world record 
for what special talent? 


orcas are attacking boats as part of a game. 


13 Which National Women’s Soccer League 


Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at 
additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTERS: Send change of address to The Week 
Junior, PO Box 37595, Boone, IA 50037-7595. 
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